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INTERNATIONAL SPA 


In February. Mr. J. Robert Smith, Chief Administrator, Western Hemisphere, of the 
International Society for the Protection of Animals, returned from a trip which took 
him to Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands and several countries in South America. Everywhere 
he went he was received with open arms, for in most cases this was the first time that 
ofiicers. directors and society managers had had the opportunity to discuss their prob- 
.ems with an expert representing an international organization. Mr. Smith found many 
‘edicated and enthusiastic people, but people who will need continued help and guid- 
ance if animal protective work is to prosper in that continent. 


Perhaps an example will demonstrate not only the need for strong societies in 
South America but, also, the important part ISPA can play in reducing suffering. In 
November, 1963, information reached ISPA’s London Office that a vessel loaded with 
some 2,300 horses and cattle had left Buenos Aires destined for Trieste in Northern 
Italy. While conditions aboard ship and the animals themselves were such on arrival 
at Trieste that no intervention was possible, it was subsequently learned that a number 
of animals perished while in railway cars en route from Trieste to Rome. Major K. R. C. 
Priestley, ISPA’s Chief Administrator for the European, British Commonwealth and 
Afro-Asian Office in London. immediately protested to the appropriate Ministry in 
Rome. 


Early in December, Major Priestley received a report from Mombassa, East Africa, 
that a ship had put into that port carrying 600 horses en route from Buenos Aires to 
Bombay. The veterinary report and photographs subsequently received revealed the 
most unsatisfactory conditions aboard the ship, and Major Priestley passed all the 
information available directly to the Animal Welfare Board in India with the request 
that a full investigation take place when the ship arrived in Bombay. 


If ISPA is to continue to play an important role in animal protection throughout 
the world, it will need the generous support of interested friends. Donations can be sent 
to: ISPA, P.O. Box 265, Boston, Mass., 02117. 

GES B; 


Cover Puoro is of Jeffrey E. Buttrick, son of Lt. (J.G.) & Mrs. Richard O. 
Buttrick, and grandson of League President and Mrs. Carlton E. Buttrick. 
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In ISPA’s London Office the two Chief Administrators, Mr. J. Robert Smith {left} and Major 
K. R. C. Priestley {right} confer with ISPA’s Vice-President Basil Howell. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SERVICE TO ANIMALS 


February 1, 1963 — January 31, 1964 


HE PAST YEAR has been an eventful and satisfying 
lpr for the Animal Rescue League of Boston. There 
have been the usual rescues of animals in distress and 
danger, increasing interest in dog and cat adoptions and 
continuing progress in the fields of humane education 
and livestock conservation. A new animal shelter at our 
Sheldon Branch in Salem has opened new horizons 
for the League’s services on Boston’s North Shore. 

As League agents and investigators make their daily 
rounds, they often find cases which tax their ingenuity 
to solve or correct. Unfortunately pets, particularly 
cats, get themselves into predicaments and places which 
cause undue suffering. For example, one cold morning 
in December the League’s agent in Salem received a 
phone call to come quickly to a home in Lynn as a cat 
was caught in the motor of a car. In minutes our agent 
was at the scene and on opening the hood of the car dis- 
covered the cat was caught in the fly wheel. It apparently 
had jumped onto the car’s frame near the engine and 
when the motor was started had been caught in the fly 
wheel. The cat had lost two ears and a leg and, although 
in terrible agony, was still conscious. Our agent hastily 
grabbed a bottle of chloroform from his ambulance and 
administered it to the cat producing unconsciousness. 
The cat was then removed and humanely put to sleep 
before ever recovering consciousness. 

On a happier note, we would like to share a letter re- 
ceived recently from a man who adopted a kitten from 
the League. He wrote: “Our kitten is happy and healthy 
and well-adjusted to our small children. She was and 


remains a welcome addition to our family. The local 
veterinarian has examined her and says she is in perfect 
health. We intend to have her checked by him at least 
once a year (just as we do with the children by their 
pediatrician). 

‘Incidentally, may I take this opportunity to say how 
very wonderfully the people at the Animal Rescue 
League seem to understand those of us who come looking 
for pets, and on initial problems when we get them 
home, such as pet’s failure to eat for two days. 

“I suppose it’s an old story to you people, but I never- 
theless want to add my thanks for kindness, understand- 
ing, and a delightful little animal who is now a permanent 
part of a happy family.” 

It is not always possible to dramatize the League’s 
work, but in the pages which follow by word and picture 
we will try to illustrate the various services which are 
routinely handled by an animal protective society like 
ours. 

Before going on, however, we are saddened to report 
the death on January 19, 1964, of a long-time League em- 
ployee, Mrs. Katherine M. Whitcomb. Mrs. Whitcomb 
had been on our staff since August, 1931 and many 
League supporters will recall Mrs. Whitcomb as heading 
the White Elephant Table at the Annual Fair for the 
past several years. Inherently kind and conscientious, 
Mrs. Whitcomb will be missed by her friends on the 
staff, and our sympathy goes to her sister and other 
relatives. Though elderly in years, Mrs. Whitcomb was 
young in heart and a friend to all. 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS... . Published March, June, September and December by the Animal Rescue League of Boston, corner Tremont 

and Arlington Streets, Boston, Massachusetts. Price $1.00 a year. Office of Publication — The Rumford Press, 10 Ferry Street, Concord, N. H. Address 

all correspondence, editorial, change of address, subscriptions to the Animal Rescue League of Boston, Post Office Box 265, Boston 17, Massachusetts. 
Second Class Postage Paid at Concord, New Hampshire 
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COLLECTION SERVICE 


\ NE OF THE EARLIEST SERVICES upon which the League 
() was founded was our Collection Department. Our 
cibulances respond to thousands of calls every year 

> stray, sick, injured and unwanted animals. Most of 
sese are routine calls, but frequently each agent is 

alled upon to utilize his own initiative and ingenuity 
= extricating an animal from some unpredictable situa- 
-ion. Some of these will be related here. 

Agent Camfora was sent on a call to recover a cat 
‘rom a tree in Medford. The cat was up very high, and 
sur own ladder plus five lengths of cat pole were not 
sufficient to reach the cat. He tried enticing the cat down 
closer with a bit of fish, to no avail. Finally the fire 
iepartment was persuaded to send a ladder truck, and 
with the longer ladder our agent was able to rescue the 
cat. In the meantime one of the neighbors woke up and 
saw the fire truck outside. Thinking that his house was 
on fire, he ran outside in his pajamas and bathrobe. 

Last summer a little old man came in to our lobby 
seeking help in locating his cat. He explained that the 
cat had been missing for three days. He said that he could 
hear the cat crying, but could not find her. He had looked 
all around the yard and up in the tree, but because the 
tree had leaves he suspected that the cat might be up 
there, but he couldn’t see her. Agent Ellwood was dis- 
patched to render whatever assistance was possible. He 
arrived at the house and the man’s wife rushed him in- 
side. As he walked into the house he could hear the cat 
crying. He walked around the house trying to follow and 
locate the sound of the cat, and finally stopped in front 
of a washing machine piled high with cartons and cloth- 
ing. He told them the cat was in the washing machine. 
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Auditorium, League Headquarters, Corner Tremont and Arlington Streets 


we. 


Members and friends are cordially invited to attend and listen to reports covering the past year's 


activities, see the presentation of humane awards and enjoy tea at the conclusion of the meeting. 


They said that was impossible, but he insisted, and they 
removed the boxes and clothing. As they opened the 
washing machine, the cat leaped out. The woman was so 
happy that she was almost crying as she hugged our agent. 

About three o’clock one afternoon our dispatcher 
received a call from a man reporting a dog hanging from 
a railroad trestle in the vicinity of Freeport Street in 
Dorchester. The man said that he had seen the dog there 
about seven o’clock in the morning when he was on his 
way to work, and he was still there when he was on his 
way home. He was asked to wait there to show our agent 
where the dog was, because he said the dog could only 
be seen when he raised his head. Agents Camfora and 
Higgins were dispatched for the rescue. The dog had 
apparently been walking along the railroad tracks and 
got part way across the trestle when he slipped between 
the ties. His back legs and part of his body were wedged 
between the ties in such a manner that he could not 
scramble out and free himself. Our agents were able to 
remove the dog to our shelter where food, rest and the 
care of friendly hands restored him to normal health. 

Animals sometimes use their own ingenuity to accom- 
plish a rescue. We received a call from Dorchester to 
rescue a kitten from a tree. A short time later the same 
lady called to cancel the order. We were interested to 
know why. She explained that the mother cat had been 
watching the kitten from the foot of the tree, and seemed 
to realize that the kitten needed help. She climbed up 
the tree to where the kitten was, and then went up and 
down trying to show the kitten on which branches to go. 
The kitten came down to about eight feet from the ground 
and would go no farther, evidently too frightened to go 
the rest of the way. Finally the mother cat went back 
up and pushed the kitten off the branch. They scampered 
away together. 
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Photo Courtesy of Boston Record-Amertcan 


Christine Butts of Dorchester was re-united with her puppy, Rusty, through the efforts of the League’s Lost & 
Found Department. 


LOST AND FOUND DEPARTMENT 


HE LOST AND FOUND DEPARTMENT has its sad moments, 

when a hungry, lost pet is brought in to the Shelter 
by some kind friend. Within a short time the animal is 
cared for and fed, and is usually quite content while we 
go about the business of finding its owner. Mixed breed 
dogs are difficult to classify, and we always ask the own- 
ers of lost pets to come in and look over the strays. It 
is, of course, much easier to identify and return purebred 
dogs, and we have returned some valuable dogs includ- 
ing a Russian Wolfhound, a Miniature Poodle, a Grey- 
hound, a Dachshund, a Beagle, a Blue Merle Collie, and 
a Keeshonden. 

We have our happy moments too, particularly when 
we are able to return one of the “just plain mutts”’ to a 
distraught owner. Sometimes the owners have to come 
back frequently before they finally find their pet. Then 
just about the time they have given up all hope, they do 
finally find their lost pet. That is why our motto is, 
“Don’t give up — Your pet won’t!”’ 

We cannot emphasize too strongly the need for li- 


6 


censing of all dogs. All too frequently the excuse is heard 
that one never lets one’s dog out loose. But there is al- 
ways that one time when someone unknowingly opens the 
door, and the dog is gone. During the past year we have 
had a number of cases in which even an out-of-state dog 
license was the only means of locating and contacting 
the owner. A stray, male setter was picked up with a 
1962 dog license from Chester, New Hampshire. By 
contacting the town clerk in Chester, we were able to 
locate the owner who had moved to Malden, Mass. 
Another owner was traced through a dog license issued 
in San Diego, California. 

In a constant effort to get owners of lost animals to 
come to the League to look for their lost pets, we run a 
daily advertisement in the classified section of the Boston 
newspapers on a rotating schedule. The advertisement 
is headed by the motto of our Lost and Found Depart- 
ment — “Don’t give up — Your pet won’t!”’ 828 lost 
pets were returned to their owners last year and in each 
case it was a joyful reunion. 
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=) A Pet-of-the-Week program carried by 
the Boston Record-American has stimu- 
lated interest in pet adoptions. Here 
i Boston patrolman Edward W. Stewart 
receives a pet of the week from the 
League’s animal caretaker, Kenneth 
Deshler. 


PET PLACEMENT 


Thousands of replies every year tell us how much love 
and devotion accompany each pet that is adopted from 
our Pet Placement Department. We want to share a 
few of these with you: — 

“Our little ‘orphan’ is happy and cortent. ‘Chinook’ 
is just what three little boys needed, and the three little 
boys are just what ‘Chinook’ wanted. Our local vet is 
completing her distemper shots. 

“PS, Still have a few feet to go to make it out the 
back door in time. 


M. Cand Gi’ 

* * * 
‘Adjusted’ is hardly the word. ‘Dusty’ took over 
from the moment of her arrival, and is the reigning queen 
of our household. My wife and I are delighted with the 


addition to our family. 
Ee aL 
* * * 

“We (all six of us) are all so well pleased with the 
puppy we received from you. Since the children got the 
puppy as an Easter gift we called her ‘Bunny’. We 
couldn’t have found a better puppy anywhere, and al- 
ready we can’t imagine how we got along before she 
came. She seems to fit right in, and I’m afraid she’s 
boss as we’re all so fond of her. ‘Bunny’ is a very healthy, 
happy dog and very bright — almost housebroken. 
\Vhat amazes me is how well she knows all of us already. 


for March, 1964 


As soon as she hears a strange noise or senses anyone 
strange approaching, she barks, and she is only 10 or 
11 weeks old. Thank you for making ‘Bunny’ available 


to us. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. R.’’ 


“Cat £0318 (Pixie) is right at home with ‘Taffy’ 
(dog) whom we obtained from you two years ago, and 
‘Mickey’ (cat) whom we obtained from you thirteen 


years ago. 
|e Ba a 


eee we 


“<‘Teddy’ (he’s like a little Teddy Bear) has repaid 
me one hundred fold in laughs, companionship and 
affection. And in return he has toys, catnip, plenty to 
eat and all the love his little heart can hold. I live alone 
and after my ‘Cuddles’ (164 years old) left me, I just 
had to have another little fellow to keep me company, 
and ‘Teddy’ is here to stay. 

NY ap re sae 


cK * * 


“T like my new home very much. My mistress made 


three trips to your place before she found me, but as- 


sures me I was worth waiting for. We are all getting 
along just fine. Thank you! 
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CeweecCOD BRANCH 


MarGaret Morse Taser, Director 


Harwicu Port, MassAcHuUsETTS 


The March lion roared across Nantucket Sound, 
lashed his tail over the Cape and departed with equal 
speed, leaving snowdrifts behind him. 

At our feeding station chicadees, song sparrows and 
goldfinches — the latter beginning to look springlike in 
brighter plumage — sought cover while two hawks evi- 
dently as hungry as themselves circled perilously near. 
Next door a lame stray cat struggled through the snow. 
We had been feeding it there trying to give relief and at 
the same time to keep it away from the birds. The hawks 
appear to be responsible for the disappearance of our 
flock of quail. One of the sharp-shinned variety, which 
came too close for his own safety, will trouble them no 
more, but another has taken his place; also, a large marsh 
hawk perches boldly in the maple tree by the gate. 
Ornithologists are inclined to consider him harmless 
to birds, or nearly so, but one cannot trust him when 
swamp and field are snow covered, and mice are scarce. 

Unlike the winter of a year ago when blizzards 
abounded, no domestic animals in stress have been re- 
ported during the recent storm. In late autumn, how- 
ever, one of our agents was summoned to the same neigh- 
borhood from which “Lazarus,” the big yellow cat, was 
rescued last year. This time it was a mother and several 
kittens which had been abandoned. They had grown so 
wild that it took numerous visits before our agent could 
caich them in a humane trap, and even then there was 
one which never was found. As much as we long to 
prosecute such a case, it is difficult to do so for no neigh- 
bor likes to give the evidence which is necessary. A 
warning, however, usually prevents repetition of this 
act, and we shall do so in vigorous terms when this owner 
returns to the Cape. 

As we have sometimes stated before, one of our great- 
est sources of satisfaction is in placing a dog or cat in a 
good home. One day last autumn the request came to us 
for a small dog in a family where there was a boy we 
could trust. Within a few days a man happened to bring 


to our door his pet terrier, which he was giving up with 
deep regret. So supply and demand played into each 
other’s hand to the joy of all concerned. 

The collie which we persuaded an owner who kept 
him tied to relinquish some months ago is still delighting 
in the freedom of the new home we found for him. Also, 
a dog of mixed breeds unwanted in the neighborhood is 
happily ensconced toward the tip of the Cape. ‘‘Far too 
good a dog to put away,” our agent reported, “‘and he’s 
in a fine home now.” 

Another dog, Captain by name and a mongrel cocker 
by breed, was just a “‘tramp”’ until picked up by one of 
our agents. Captain was always running around loose, 
chasing strangers and making a general nuisance of him- 
self, but perhaps the thing he was looking for was affec- 
tion. At least it appears that way, for in the five months 
he has been living with a lady who adopted him, Cap- 
tain has changed completely. He is a happy, satisfied 
dog and a loving pet. 

Our agent on the Lower Cape has been working with 
the local Fish and Game Club on a bird feeding program. 
Some game birds are being fed, but the majority are 
song birds. In addition to giving bird feeders to local 
citizens, the program also includes air dropping of feed 
to birds on the sand dunes and the planting of seed 
trees as a later food source. 

So, without dramatic incident, the work has gone on 
in growth through the year 1963. 

In this same spirit of devotion to animal friends, Cecil 
Roberts writes in an old March “Good Housekeeping” 
of a small stone by the roadside, erected to the memory 
of a dog killed by a passing automobile and bearing 
this inscription: “There is not enough darkness in all 
the world to put out the light of one small candle.”’ 

Verily these “lesser creatures” guided by simple faith 
help hold aloft the light of the world. 

Are we so blind that we cannot see? 

MarGArRET MorsE TABER 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
BE KIND TO ANIMALS WEEK 


May 3-9, 1964 


We urge your continued support during this special week. 
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“Dear Dr. Buttrick: 


“Just a few days before Miss Flannery and Mrs. Hol- 
brook brought us the puppets and their message of 
kindness and care of animals, a boy was badly bitten in 
the schoolyard. The pupils knew the dog, and they could 
not understand its biting. Miss Flannery, without know- 
ing it, explained just why. 

“Seven hundred pupils enjoyed the Hansel and Gretel 
show, and they needed the explanation on the care of 
pets. Thank you very much for the double service your 
puppeteers gave us. 

“Enclosed is a donation expressing our gratitude. 

Very truly yours, 
Mary E. McLgan, Principal 
P. J. Kennedy School 
East Boston” 


A letter addressed to the League puppeteers from a 
student at the Agassiz School, Cambridge, indicates 
from a child’s point of view the interest in and value of 
our program. The child wrote: 


“Dear Miss Flannery, 

“How happy I was to see you and your puppet show, 
Hansel and Gretel! 1 enjoyed it as much as last year’s, The 
Three Little Pigs, because it was funny and exciting. It 
taught me a lesson that when I am kind to animals, they 
will always repay. 

“It was thoughtful of you to remind us to keep our 
dogs at home and dry them when they come in wet from 
snow or rain. I don’t have a dog of my own, but I will 
remember to remind others who have dogs. 

“T hope to see you and your puppet show again next 
year. 

Sincerely yours, 
YuNGHI CHor’ 


Letters like these from children and principals of 


for March, 1964 


Bruce Shade, Diana Landers, Robert Van Ravenswaay 
and Jane Hurter learn about the egg-hatching cycle 
at the League’s Summer School at Cataumet. 


EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT 


schools visited by the League puppeteers, Mrs. William 
Holbrook and Miss Harriet Flannery, Director of Edu- 
cation, show clearly how well our programs are received 
in the schools. During the past year, 156 puppet shows 
were presented before thousands of children, teachers 
and parents. Schools within a 40-mile radius of Boston 
were visited and many new schools were added to our 
schedule. 

Before each performance, a short talk is given stressing 
the importance of care and control of pets. These talks 
vary according to the time of year and any animal prob- 
lems the schools might have. Parent Teachers Associa- 
tion have sent generous donations to the League to help 
further our educational program. 

There were many other educational activities. In 
addition to the regular school program, a puppet show, 
“Hansel and Gretel,” was presented at the League head- 
quarters in March for the annual meeting so that 
directors and members might see the League puppets 
in action. In July the Education Department conducted 
the annual Animal Friends’ Summer School at Cataumet, 
Mass., where approximately 70 children learned about 
the care of pets, as well as wildlife conservation and took 
active part in classes of crafts and leadership. Two 
puppet shows were presented: one in North Falmouth 
and one in Pocasset. 

In May the League puppeteers were happy to cooper- 
ate with Mrs. Virginia Kline, Secretary of the Maine 
State Society for the Protection of Animals. Six shows 
were presented in Portland. During BKA Week there 
were 500 posters and license reminders distributed to 
schools, libraries and settlement houses. Groups from 
nearby schools and settlement houses visited the League 
headquarters during that week. 

On a national basis, Miss Flannery is a member of The 
American Humane Association’s Humane Education 
Committee and has been asked to serve on its Publicity 
Committee during the coming year. 
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URING THE PAST YEAR the clinic has continued to 
D function in a manner very similar to that of pre- 
vious years. We have handled many of the every-day 
cases such as might be encountered in any busy, small- 
animal practice. 

Skin disorders, ear infections, lamenesses, injuries, in- 
fectious diseases are diagnosed and treated in large 
numbers. Surgery, including the spay operation, repair 
of lacerations and fractures, abscess debridement, tumor 
removal and the like are performed by each member of 
the veterinary staff on a rotational basis. Prophylaxis 
through vaccination against the various virus diseases of 
pets is provided at the owner’s request. 

A large portion of our work is, of course, the return 
“5-day check” of all pets adopted through the League’s 
pet placement service. Owners are instructed to return 
their newly adopted dog, cat, puppy or kitten to the 
clinic within five days of acquisition for a physical ex- 
amination and thereby the League attempts to provide 
double assurance that they have obtained a healthy 
new member for their family. 

The establishment of Saturday clinic hours on an ap- 
pointment basis is an innovation which has enabled 
the staff to better serve the needs of animals. It has and 
is serving to educate the public to secure medical atten- 
tion for their ailing pets at a time when the animal could 
benefit from treatment, rather than wait for a time which 
would suit the owner’s convenience. Such convenient 
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League veterinarian, Dr. Natalie L. Knowles, shows 
here the suffering produced by a rubber band being 
placed around the neck of a dog. 


SMALL ANIMAL 
CLINIC 


time is in too many instances too late for the adminis- 
tration of help which might be of an effective nature. 

One condition seen all too frequently in cases brought 
to the clinic and encountered, also, in stray animals in 
the League shelter is the necrotic, painful mass produced 
by a rubber band being placed around the neck or ex- 
tremity of a pet. An elastic disappears below the surface 
of the hair and by constant even pressure serves to ob- 
struct circulation. As a result there is a massive swelling 
of the paw and a local cutting action through the skin, 
often into vital structures below. This cutting action is 
particularly dramatic about the pet’s neck as infection 
follows the break through the skin. A swollen, foul- 
smelling purulent mass is produced which cakes up 
through the hair coat. Fortunately most of these cases 
we see can be cured by anesthetizing the animal and 
severing and removing the rubber band. Often exten- 
sive debriding and packing of the wound with antibiotic 
preparations is necessary to hasten the healing process. 
In some cases, however, the damage done by the con- 
stricting elastic has resulted in permanent crippling 
injury to a leg and even in loss of an extremity. 

We prefer to think that these rubber-band sloughing 
cases are the result of a child’s careless play. If such is 
the case, then these few words should serve to inform 
adults to educate young children not to place elastics 
around their pet’s neck or legs. The result of doing so is 
clearly pictured above. 
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HE YEAR 1963 was a busy one for the inspectors in 
eat Investigation Department with calls ranging 
from birds in chimneys to a horse bogged down in a 
swamp. Riding schools are becoming more popular, and 
it is evident that the horse population is on the increase, 
both in these stables and in private ownership of horses. 
With the shortage of hay from local sources, most of the 
bay in this area is being shipped in from Canada, with a 
resulting increase in cost. It has become an expensive 
luxury to feed a horse through this past winter, but we 
find that most of the schools and stables are good feeders 
because they realize that they have a large investment 
to protect, and a horse that is not able to work is a losing 
proposition. For the few who try to get by with a mini- 
mum of care and feed, our constant inspections keep 
them on their toes. 

The stockyards and commission sales are constantly 
busy. Our job there is to observe the condition of the 
livestock upon arrival, and to see that they are not 
abused in handling or overloading. The men involved 
here also realize that they have an investment to protect, 
and bruised animals mean a loss to both the seller and 
buyer. In some cases it has been necessary to have 
handlers removed from the platform because of excessive 
use of their canes. 

Our inspectors have supervised the use of animals at 
the Marshfield, Brockton, and Weymouth Fairs, at 
which two horses had to be destroyed. It is important 
at these fairs to ascertain that the horse stables are free 
of fire hazards. Also pony rides are inspected to make 
sure that the animals are rested at intervals and properly 
watered and fed. 

One of the more amusing complaints that we investi- 
gated was from a woman who came home from work at 
one o’clock in the morning, and claimed that she heard 


for March, 1964 


Old Tom, one of Boston’s few remaining work horses 

gets a blanket from League’s investigator Walter 

Robinson and a Christmas dinner from agent Charles L. 
Salisbury, Jr., as Tom’s handler looks on. 


INSPECTION, INVESTIGATION 
AND QUARANTINE 


such pitiful crys from a number of cats, that she was sure 
that they were locked in somewhere. We made a thor- 
ough search of the building with the janitor and, being 
unable to locate any cats trapped or locked in, were able 
to assure her that these were the normal sounds of male 
cats on the prowl. 

Our report of the Inspection Department would not 
be complete without a mention of the Christmas dinners 
and blankets for horses that we were able to deliver this 
year through the generous response to our Christmas for 
Animals appeal. Six good warming blankets were sup- 
plied to needy horses, and over 400 Christmas dinners, 
composed of ground oats, bran, corn meal, cracked corn, 
apples and carrots, were delivered to livery and riding 
stables. In addition to being able to supply some im- 
mediate comfort and food for these animals, this visit 
also places us in an advantageous position to suggest the 
replacement of broken windows and other needed re- 
pairs for the winter comfort of the horses. 

The rabies control program which is the work of our 
Quarantine Department is an important service for the 
benefit of the community, since it involves the protection 
of the public health and safety. This requires that careful 
and complete records be maintained on every animal 
bite case reported in the City of Boston. And of course 
every animal so reported must be examined and quar- 
antined for ten days. 

Although dogs and cats are the most usual offenders, 
biting incidents are not restricted to them alone. This 
year, for example, donkeys, hamsters, monkeys, a rat, 
squirrel, skunk, racoon, and rabbit were examined and 
quarantined. While none of these animals proved to be 
rabid, no amount of vigilance is too great to expend in 
behalf of public safety as well as the welfare of the 
animals involved. 
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UConn phoio 


Guy W. Mann, second from left, holds The 
American Humane Association’s Award, 
which he recently presented to the University 
of Connecticut. The Award was given for 
demonstrating, teaching and using approved 
methods of humane slaughter of food animals. 
At the presentation, left to right: W. B. 
Young, agriculture dean; Mr. Mann; Dr. 
W. A, Cowan, animal industries chairman; 
J. Seth Jones, general manager, and Arthur G. 
Slade, animal director, of the Connecticut 
Humane Society, and Donald M. Kinsman, 
associate professor of animal industries. 


LIVESTOCK CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT 


HE LIVESTOCK CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT of the 

Animal Rescue League of Boston continued to drive 
for the alleviation of suffering in the large-animal field 
during 1963. While this program is aimed primarily at 
commercial food animals, such as cattle, sheep and hogs, 
wild animals and birds, horses, goats, poultry, rabbits 
and other animals are frequently involved. 

The Department strives to reach its objective, 1.e., the 
alleviation of the suffering of livestock through education. 
All six of the New England States come within the range 
of this livestock conservation program. Methods of 
initiating and continuing this worthwhile teaching ven- 
ture are many and varied. 

Space does not permit us to elaborate extensively on 
all of our activities, but we would like to explain the 
most recent endeavor instigated and carried on success- 
fully by the League’s Director of Livestock Conserva- 
tion, Guy W. Mann. This effort was a Livestock Conser- 
vation Demonstration Contest involving the Future 
Farmers of America (F.F.A.) during the 1963 year. 

The Contest was arranged to include F.F.A. demon- 
strators from all six of the New England States. Mr. 
Mann committed himself to visit all F.F.A. chapters 
in New England desiring to enter the Contest for the 
purpose of rendering all necessary assistance to them for 
a successful demonstration. 

The F.F.A. chapter could have an individual demon- 
strator or a team of two demonstrators representing it. 
As a result of many meetings with these agricultural 
youths, their instructors, sectional and state supervisors, 
a program was launched. Work was done with officials 
representing the Eastern States Exposition who coop- 
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erated enthusiastically. As a result of this planning, 
plus study and supervised practice by the youthful con- 
testants, the final competition was scheduled. The Con- 
test was held publicly at the Eastern States Exposition 
building during New England’s largest fair at Springfield, 
Massachusetts. The participants gave their demonstra- 
tions three times during their assigned day. Each state 
in New England was represented by a F.F.A. team or 
individual demonstrator. 

The winning team, Brattleboro (Vt.) Chapter of the 
Future Farmers of America, was honored by an invi- 
tation to give the demonstration at the Vermont Farm 
Show. This event is considered by many to be the out- 
standing educational event of the year in New England 
Agriculture. 

The success of this project was so worthy that plans 
are now completed to insure it as a yearly event. Because 
of Mr. Mann’s accomplishment in this pilot venture, he 
was accorded the honor of acting as judge for the Na- 
tional Livestock Conservation Contest which is held 
each year in Chicago, Illinois. 

All connected with our F.F.A. Livestock Conservation 
Demonstration undertaking feel it was well worth the 
effort expended. We like it as it gives the League per- 
sonnel opportunity to educate the agricultural youth 
in the important enterprise of economical and humane 
handling of animals. 

This was but one of many activities in which Mr. 
Mann helped to focus attention on the importance of 
livestock conservation and the practical elimination of 
suffering which can be caused by improper handling 
of our food animals. 
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League Vice President Earl W. Wentzel {left} points out outdoor exercise areas to League 
Directors {left to right}: Mrs. Edward C. Johnson, Mrs. Horace S. Kenney, Jr., Mr. James B. 
Ames, Mrs. Frederic Winthrop, Miss Harriet G. Bird and Mr. Laurence H. H. Johnson, Jr. 


SHELDON BRANCH 


As we look back over the year past, the highlight of 
the League’s activities on the North Shore must be the 
dedication of its newest shelter located at 378 Highland 
Avenue in Salem on November 13, 1963, an account of 
which appeared in the December issue of this magazine. 

The Sheldon Branch and the Elizabeth B. Sawyer 
Animal Shelter were officially opened for business on 
Monday, December 9, under the supervision of ex- 
perienced agent, Sherman Bates. Mrs. Bates will assist 
her husband in the operation of the Branch and their 
son William has been employed to succeed his father 
as ambulance agent. Within twenty-four hours Mr. 
Bates was able to report the placement of the first pet 
‘n a new home and before the month ended some 27 
dogs and a like number of cats had been adopted. In the 
first full month (January) of operation, the Sheldon 
Branch handled a total of 133 dogs, 227 cats and 10 
miscellaneous animals and birds. One lost dog and a 
stray cat were returned to their owners, while 32 dogs 
and 25 cats were adopted into new homes. We believe 
this is a fine beginning for our new shelter. 


for March, 1964 


Not all animals brought to our attention are so fortu- 
nate. One morning last August Mr. Bates received a 
phone call from an excited young girl who told him a 
dog had fallen over a stone embankment surrounding 
the Saugus reservoir and was lying in the water badly 
injured from her fall. When Mr. Bates arrived at the 
scene a few minutes later, the girl led him through the 
woods for about 200 yards to the reservoir where Mr. 
Bates was able to observe the dog, a beagle, lying par- 
tially in the water and on the shore. Returning to his 
ambulance, Mr. Bates removed the ever-present ladder 
so often needed in our work, carried it to the reservoir 
and made his way down to the injured dog. Much to his 
surprise he discovered that the beagle had given birth 
to five puppies, all of which had drowned. Carefully 
picking up the badly injured beagle, Mr. Bates made his 


-way up the ladder and to the League ambulance, only 


to have the suffering creature die in his arms. 

As Mr. Bates later said, “‘I wish this story had a hap- 
pier ending, but at least this lonely animal finally knew 
that SOMEONE CARED.” 
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As these words are being written a February blizzard 
is raging, leaving a clinging white mantle to trees, shrubs 
and fences and providing a winter blanket to the resting 
places of thousands of pets at the League’s Pine Ridge 
Cemetery for animals. Beautiful at all seasons of the 
year, the snow in nature’s own way adds a quiet and 
peaceful dignity to the surroundings. Birds congregate 
at the plentiful supply of feeding stations at Pine Ridge, 
eagerly seeking a man-made source of food. Squirrels, 
too, take advantage of the grain and then slip off into 
the trees, their gray bodies scattering the white snow as 
they make their way to a hollowed tree trunk. 

Inside the animal quarters, warm and comfortable, 
Bebe, the cat, and Beau, the dog, gaze out at the falling 
snow, assured of shelter and food. Perhaps they are 
watching Superintendent Arthur Foster as he plows 
the winding driveway, or John Jenner as he shovels the 
paths as Pine Ridge is made accessible to the inevitable 
visitor. Most of our clients know Mr. Foster and some 
of our older supporters may remember Mr. Jenner who 
returned to the League’s employ after many years’ 
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The late Admiral Richard E. Byrd {second 
Jrom left} watches as the casket containing 
his pet terrier, Igloo, is lowered into the 
ground at the League’s Pine Ridge Cemetery. 
‘The young boy at Admiral Byrd’s left the 
"Editor believes to be the Admiral’s son while 
“the man to his right 1s his military aide. 


DEDHAM 
BRANCH 


absence. It is these two men who keep Pine Ridge in its 
always sparkling condition. 

Perhaps, if the lady in Manchester, England, who 
wrote us in December knew Mr. Foster and Mr. Jenner, 
as we do, she would not have written: 

“I am writing an article on Igloo, Admiral Byrd’s 
little terrier, who was buried in the Cemetery in 1931. 
I wonder if the grave is still intact and cared for. 

“If it is possible to obtain a picture of Igloo’s grave I 
should like to do so.” 

We were, of course, able to tell this lady that Igloo’s 
grave is well cared for and we would send her a picture 
of it. Also, we found a picture taken at the time of Igloo’s 
burial, which may interest our readers and which is 
shown above. 

During the year just ended 68 burials were made in 
the cemetery and another 138 pets cremated at their 
owners’ requests. Pine Ridge also serves as a receiving 
station, and in the past twelve months 108 dogs and 337 
cats and 4 miscellaneous birds and animals were taken 
in and disposed of according to the wishes of their owners. 
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COMBINED RECORD 


OF ANIMALS FOR YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1964 


Horses Sheep Poultry 
and and 

Dogs Cats Mules Cattle Swine Birds Misc. Total 

Collected by Agents.......--- 6,961 22,656 858 904 ahold 

Brought to Office.....-.----- 4,524 6,151 318 380 i ef 

CNiniC 6. eto e ey pa = Se ae 11,160 2,416 158 14,094 

Investigation Dept.....------ 360 160 Lie ols tere 8) 116 94 20,002 

Quarantine Dept.....-.----- 1,420 34 16 1,470 

Sheldoniprancn .. «-- a0. 250: ject 6,132 290 7,998 

Pine Ridge Branch........-- 108 337 1 fs 449 
Cape Cod Branches 

Provincetown......--+-+:-: 120 278 15 Oe 446 

North Harwich.........-+- 327 809 18 30 1,184 

SCY LUA Letts shiccariss waver eo aie 5 26,552 SURGES) Tig2ia shee 1,330 1,908 88,395 

Number of Investigations: 836 Dogs Placed in New Homes: Cats Placed in New Homes: 681 


Horses Destroyed: 


Dogs Returned to Owners: 
Misc. Animals Placed in Homes: 


Cats Returned to Owners: 86 
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TO OUR FRIENDS 


In making your will kindly 
remember that the corporate 
title of our society is ‘‘Animal 
Rescue League of Boston”; 
that it was incorporated in 
March, 1899, and has no 
connection with any other 


similar society. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 
follows: 


I give to the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston, the sum of 
Bae Beene dollars (or if prop- 
erty, describe the property). 
The League’s address is: Cor- 
ner Tremont and Arlington 
Streets, Boston, Mass. Infor- 


mation will be given gladly. 
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Bl shor f Karen League of Useston 


CorRNER TREMONT AND ARLINGTON STREETS, Boston 16, MAssACHUSETTS 


Telephone: HAncock 6-9170 — Nighis, Sundays and Holidays: HAncock 6-3736 


A Wholly Independent Organization F ounded by Mrs. Huntington Smith 


OFFICERS 
President: Dr. Carlton E. Butirick Ch. of Board, James B. Ames, Esq. 
Secretary: James Jackson, Jr. Treasurer: Philip W. Trumbull 


Asst. Secretary: Miss Ruth A. Ballou 


Hon. Vice-Presidents: Mayor John F. Collins, Robert Baldwin, Hon. Percival P. Baxter, Miss Harriet G. Bird, 
Mrs. Leverett Bradley, Mrs. William Endicott, 2d, Mrs. John Grew, Miss Anita Harris, Dr. J. Walter Schirmer, 


Mrs. Thomas W. Storrow. 


Directors: James B. Ames, Francis T. Baldwin, Miss Harriet G. Bird, Dr. Carlton E. Buttrick, Mrs. George O. 
Clark, II, Mrs. George M. Cushing, Jr., Mrs. Roger Ela, David Emerson, John Grew, Samuel Hoar, Jr., Con- 
stantine Hutchins, James Jackson, Jr., Mrs. Edward C. Johnson, Laurence H. H. Johnson, Jr., Mrs. Horace S. 
Kenney, Jr., Brooks Potter, Mrs. James M. Sampson, Carlton M. Strong, Mrs. Arthur Taber, Philip W. Trumbull, 


Mrs. Frederic Winthrop. 


e e 
Earl E. Wentzel Archibald MacDonald John Finlayson 
Vice President Chief Investigator Shelter Superintendent 
Harriet Flannery Guy W. Mann 
Dir. of Education Dir. Livestock Conservation 
e e 


Small Animal Out-Patient Clinic is maintained at headquarters. Dr. William Putnam, Veterinarian-in- 
Charge. Clinie Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 a.M. to 4p.m.; Saturday, 9 A.M. to 11:30 a.m. by appoint- 
ment only. During July and August the Clinic will not be open on Saturday. 


Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small Animals and Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses are maintained at 246 Pine 
Street, Dedham, Arthur W. Foster, Superintendent. Arrangements for burials, including cremations, 


may be made at League headquarters. 


The Boston Shelter is open 24 hours a day to receive animals. 


RECEIVING STATIONS 


Boston Shelter. Corner Tremont and Arlington Streets 


Dedham ss gx. cities © oe Wars ware 246 Pine Street Cape Cod 
East Boston. ceeisyes tis Sae% > Police Station No. 7 Provincetown........ Donald Westover, Snail Road 
Salem -—™. «- Sherman Bates, 378 Highland Avenue North Harwich..... Hilliard Hopkins, Depot Street 


Donations, Membership Fees and Bequests provide the main support of the League. Become a member, 
send a donation or make provision for us in your will, and help insure our continued protection of stray, 
unwanted, sick or injured animals. Of every paid-up League membership of $2.00 or more, $1.00 is for a 
year’s subscription to Our Fourfooted Friends. 


MEMBERSHIP FEES v4 


T sfe: © eh ce tare 8 o cua $100.00 in one payment FORM OF BEQUEST 


To the ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BosTON: 


Supporting............--- 25.00 annually : ‘ 

Caden 1ANO sanuall I give, devise and bequeath the sum of....... 
% : Roe ae sok ; y dollars, and the real estate situated at No........ 

ACtIiVG breu. cte cles = vinta reye arena 5.00 annually Street, in the city (or town) Of ate le nee 


Associates #.c5 hase be be 2.00 annually ~« 
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